
 

   

Newsletter 

Chairman’s Report   

It was a dry Summer and Autumn, 

which along with the repairs to the Isle 

of Wight pond sluice resulted in an 

almost empty pond  throughout  this 

period and into the Winter. The Winter 

rains have now filled it with the help of 

drainage from the four upper ponds. 

Through of all this, the herons were 

regularly to be seen together with 

ducks, red kites, moorhens, coots, 

swans etc. Thankfully  the Commons 

are still  very much frequented by a 

wide variety of wild life including deer 

and smaller mammals.   

 

Meanwhile the Life on the Edge pro-

ject has had another good season 

thanks to the good work of A&K Elms. 

It may be recalled that the objective 

behind  this project is to clear over-

grown scrub from the Commons to 

produce grassy areas next to the re-

maining scrub.  This will provide food 

(insects and grubs) to  encourage 

nesting bird life to prosper with hope-

fully the return of the nightingales and 

cuckoos.   The final work of the three 

year project is planned for the end of 

the is planned for the 2018 season.  

We have now reached our target of 

£12,000 and soon will be able to take 

on additional projects. 

  

Our membership is still slowly rising, 

now topping 200.  Members of the 

Committee will again stage a presence 

in the Tunnel car park, on Good Friday 

30th March 2018 to answer any ques-

tions you may have. 

  

If you would like a pleasant and infor-

mative evening, I  hope you will join us 

for the Spring Supper at the Barn Hall 

on March 28th to enjoy a hot supper 

(and a glass!) . There will be a very 

interesting talk by Matthews 

Oates  plus an update of what has 

been happening on the Commons 

from  Ian Swinney.  Do join us. 

  
Robert Hall 
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A Winter Walk on Bookham Commons  

 

The starkness of the winter woods draws 

the eye to features perhaps not readily 

noticed when the deciduous foliage dis-

tracts the attention. This weekend I 

found my ‘eye’ drawn to the distinctive 

patterns on the bark of the oak, silver 

birch, beech and yew trees. Why are 

trees clad so differently? The function of 

‘bark’ is protection keeping out pests 

and keeping in moisture and nutrients, 

adding strength and rigidity but allowing 

for a certain flexibility of movement 

among other attributes.  

 

Close examination of the aged oak with 

its crisscrosses of rough, lumpy bark re-

vealed deep fissures, secluded hidey 

holes for insects and small creatures to 

shelter from the cold. Towards the foot 

of the massive trunk the bark is often 

moss-clad, buckled and bulging in girth 

under the pressure from tons of lumber 

up above.  

 

In contrast, the smooth-suited beech 

seems to give nothing away. The bark 

appears to shed little, displays a uniform 

colour and texture and stands straight. 

The feature that caught my eye was the 

way some beeches spread out their 

roots over ground for extra stability be-

fore disappearing beneath.  

 

The welts and scores rent in the bark of 

the silver birch tear up its bright coat as 

the tree ages. Cracks appear and the 

bark puckers into a gnarled mosaic com-
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The importance of foresight... 

 

I often highlight the need to look-ahead with our 

management of the commons. Most of our visitors 

are probably thinking about today, tomorrow, next 

week or perhaps next year. On the commons we work 

on slightly longer time-

scales... what will this 

area, that path or those 

trees look like in five, ten, 

twenty, fifty or (as with 

some of our magnificent 

oaks) three or four hun-

dred years’ time? We 

need to anticipate the 

changes that will take-

place in the future, so 

that the commons will 

remain a place of beauti-

ful, varied landscapes for 

people to enjoy, sur-

rounded by interesting, 

healthy and abundant 

wildlife. 

 

This leads me rather 

nicely towards thinking-

ahead and getting your 

tickets in good time for our earlier-than-usual Spring 

Buffet. With such a brilliant speaker, giving us great 

insight on the life of such an exceptional butterfly, I 

would anticipate that demand for seats will be high 

- so please book early to avoid disappointment. It’s 

coming-round quickly and I’m really looking-

forward (just a few weeks) to this! 

 

Needless to say, it’s also worth looking-back to see 

how the commons used to be... and if our efforts to-

wards nature conservation and enhancing the scen-

ery are succeeding. Our progress with the Friends’ 

“Edge Project” (with the aim of restoring the grass-

plete with furrows and more hidey holes for insect life. 

Here and there sprinkle of algae and lichen add a 

green hue. The younger slimmer silver birches appear 

altogether lighter and smoother with a papery feel. 

Around the strange arrangement of horizontal slits, 

fine paper curls lift at the edges. These lines look as if 

they have been applied using a ruler. Only one or 

two inches long, aligned in parallel, circling the 

trunk; what is their purpose? Stretch slits perhaps.   

 

Finally the yew, strikes me as an arid tree, the bark 

is ‘dry brown’, flaking and sloughing off in fine 

scales with a mottled appearance. Even though 

there is a dry cast to the bark the wood of the tree 

was used for bows and arrows, which tells me it 

can’t be brittle.  

 

The ‘biodiversity’ we see in the primary producers, 

the trees of the commons, opens up the possibili-

ties for biodiversity on the next trophic level. The 

more diversity, the more resilience, the better the 

chances of nature putting up a fight against disease 

and invasion, threats from pollution, climate change 

and habitat destruction.  

 

Not only is the biodiversity of the commons fascinat-

ing to explore but the stories under the surface are 

endless.  

 

Maria Bruce 

 

Edge Clearing by Valerie Gallard 

Silver Wash Fritillary  

by Mick Jones 

Spring Buffet 2018 
 

The date: Wednesday 28th March 

The Speaker: Matthew Oates  

The Venue: The Old Barn Hall 

The Food: Hot Buffet 

The Time:  7.15 pm for 7.30 pm (AGM 7.00 pm) 

 

We are extremely lucky this year to have Matthew  

Oates speaking to us and his topic is: 

‘Discovering the Purple Emperor’, ‘the natural history 

of England’s national butterfly’  

Tickets this year remain at £15.00. Full details are on 

the enclosed flyer  together with how to obtain tickets. 

A ticket order form is linked if you are receiving this as 

an email or enclosed if by post. It will be preceded by 

our AGM at 7.00 pm where the agenda is:  

 Chairman’s Introduction 

Finances 

Re-election of Committee 

 

See you there. 
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land and scrub along the woodland margins) was out-

standing last year. We’ve made such a difference that 

in this, our final year, we’ll be able to be more selec-

tive in our operations and carry-out some “fine-tuning” 

to encourage the return of the nightingale. 

 

With the main (Isle of Wight) pond repaired and re-

filled, clearing projects by our illustrious volunteer 

army and great support from the Friends, we’re hoping 

to attract even more wildlife for visitors to enjoy 

amongst nature at its finest...  A heartfelt thank you 

from the National Trust, the Friends Committee and 

from me. 

 

Ian Swinney Area Ranger Bookham Commons 
2018 Subscriptions  

Marsh Tits by Colin Kemp 

 
 

Payments are due for all Mem-

bers who joined or renewed in 

2017 and who do not have a 

standing order in place and have 

not yet paid this year. The sub-

scription form is enclosed sepa-

rately. Please complete as soon 

as possible and return to the 

Treasurer as shown on the form.  
 

There are a growing number of standing orders and 

we would encourage you to take advantage this so 

that  you do not have to remember to write a 

cheque  each year and the Treasurer does not have 

to chase late-payers! 
 

Also we would ask you to spread the word regarding 

Friends of Bookham Commons.  We do need more 

members and the best method of attracting  these 

is by word of mouth.  Just give them our email ad-

dress or phone number or with their permission 

send me their details and  I will follow up. 

Paul Gallard 

Wren At The Bird Hide by  Mick Jones 

White Admiral by Mick Jones 

Young Roe Deer by Colin Kemp 


