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Welcome to the autumn edition of
the Friends of Bookham Commons
newsletter. There have been a
number of changes to the organising committee this autumn and I
would like to express sincere
thanks to Robert Hall our outgoing
chairman, and Paul Gallard our
outgoing Treasurer. Both Robert
and Paul have given great support
to the Friends in recent years and
have worked tirelessly to raise the
profile of the group and increase
the membership. I would also like
to extend a warm welcome to
Hilary Nichols who is joining the
committee as our new Treasurer.
The Friends group continues to
grow with over two hundred members now, with most paying the annual subscription via standing order which saves us a lot of administrative chasing each year. The
money we collect enables us to access further grants to undertake
essential work on the common that
would not otherwise be funded by
the National Trust. We have built
the bird hide, the natural play area
and helped with the Edge Project
which is trying to create the habitat
to bring back the nightingales.

We continue to encourage new
members so if you have not alEmail:
ready joined and are a regular visiinfo@bookhamcommons
tor to the common, either walking
.org.uk
your dog, or to enjoy being
amongst nature and the wildlife we
Web:
www.bookhamcommons would encourage you to sign-up.
.org.uk
For those who are members please
spread the word to your friends
and neighbours
Editor
Paul Gallard

Colin Kemp has captured some
fascinating images of bats living on
the Common, and there are some

helpful ideas for Apps to use to enhance your walking and photographic
visit from Maria Bruce. Finally Ian
Swinney has some timely words.
Do enjoy this newsletter as the Commons is in transition for another winter season.
Iain White
Spring Buffet 2019
It was a special occasion this March
when a capacity attendance celebrated Ian Swinney’s forty years as
the LONE RANGER of Bookham
Commons. Following another great

Buffet supplied by ‘Home Cooking by
Elizabeth’ and a short but very interesting talk by Stephanie Fudge, National Trust General Manager for Surrey Hills, the evening was devoted to
Ian as he recalled his tenure in his
usual entertaining style.
At the end of the evening Ian was
presented with a commemorative
cake and a ‘special’ Polo shirt
I am sure that you would all wish to
join me in thanking Ian for his tireless, friendly and expert work over
this period of time.
Paul Gallard

2

Colin Kemp Goes Batty
I was given the opportunity earlier this Summer
to join the Surrey Bat Group whilst they carried
out an annual survey of Bookham Commons, in
order to photograph anything they caught for
the National Trust.
They did an initial recce during daylight hours
for suitable locations and then set up several
harp traps. These consist of a metal frame with
lots of vertical wires which confuse the bats
echolocation, causing
them to hit the wires before dropping unharmed
into a collecting pouch below.
As darkness descended
and the bats started to
leave their roosts, the
traps were checked every
15 minutes for any that
had been captured. The
bats were then transported in cloth bags to a
central processing point
for weighing, measuring,
ageing, sexing and identifying, before being released.
For some species,
identification is relatively straightforwardthe brown long eared bat
is aptly named. The Serotine has large teeth to
help tackle beetles, whilst
the Daubenton's has large
feet and claws which enable it to pluck insect prey
from the surface of water.
Others, however, are far
trickier. Whiskered and
Brandt’s bats were only
identified as separate species in 1970. An often
used ID feature is the size
and shape of the tragus
(inner ear) and also the
length of the forearm.
Sometimes, the only way

to confirm ID is to send faeces samples away for
DNA testing.
The Common and Soprano Pipistrelle have minor
visual differences, but can also be distinguished by
the frequency at which they call (45 and 55 kHz
respectively), something which can be picked up
on a bat detector.
The Nathusius’ Pipistrelle is a migratory species,
so the one caught was ringed as part of a national
study. The Group caught a number of Natterer's

Daubentons
Serotine

Common Pipistrelle
Whiskered

Nathusius Pipistrelle

Brown Long Eared

Soprano Pipistrelle

Natterers
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bats, several of which were juveniles, indicating
the presence of a breeding colony in the vicinity.

Brandts

The Group caught a Brandt’s bat on their first
visit, so arranged three further trips in order to
try and catch another, fit a radio transmitter
and track it back to it’s roost to ascertain the
size of the colony. Unfortunately, they failed to
catch another one, but a total of nine different
species over the four survey visits showed the
rich biodiversity present on Bookham Commons. No doubt Surrey Bat Group will be back
again next year.
Many thanks to Ross Baker, Lynn Whitfield and
Derek Smith for the experience.
More information on Surrey Bat Group at
www.surreybats.org.uk.
Colin Kemp

Spring Buffet 2020

We will continue to hold the Spring Buffet in
March as it seems to suit most people, according to the attendance over the last two years.

Apps to Assist Your Walks
This month I tried out some phone apps geared to
getting the most out of exploring in nature.
iNaturalist
A super-community of nature lovers who (i) record
their observations, (ii) share with fellow naturalists
and, (iii) discuss their findings. This citizen science
approach is tremendously popular and
each observation
can contribute to
biodiversity science,
from the rarest butterfly to the most
common backyard
weed. Information
is shared with scientific data repositories such as the
Global Biodiversity
Information Facility.
The app has features that allow you
to keep track of
your
encounters,
connect with experts, learn about
nature, contribute
to science, start
your own project of interest and even run a special
event where people try to find as many species as
possible. Take a look at the Bookham Commons
through this app and you will see that there are
already over 100 species identified by several users with accompanying photos.
iNaturalist is a joint initiative of the California Academy of Sciences and the National Geographic Society and can be found at inaturalist.org
Find at: www.inaturalist.org
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Tickets will go on sale early in the new year.
Make sure you make a note of the date, time
and place. See you there.

Komoot.
Komoot is a route planning and navigation app
that links you to a community of like-minded nature lovers. It lets you plan a route tailored to your
own level of fitness and type of activity. For example, if you want to ride a mountain bike avoiding as
much tar road as possible, the app will help you to
see the exact surface you’ll be cycling on along
every inch of your trip. You can adjust your route to
take into account elevation levels and highlights
from the community – such as a pretty section of
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the trail or a friendly café.
Your journey can be planned and saved as a
‘tour offline’ and Komoot will use your live location to guide you with optional voice navigation,
even if you
don’t
have
phone signal.
You can update
your
route as you
walk or cycle.
At the end of
the trip your
tour through
the commons
can be made
public
and
shared with
the community together
with any photos! (This is
the main one
I use — editor)
Find at: www.komoot.com

the free app with
a limited number
of free snaps – an
interesting twist to
add to the next
trip to the commons.
If it’s plants you
are into then this
blockbuster app
might be well
worth the $19.99
price tag for a premium
account.
Plant Snap claims
to be the most
high-tech comprehensive and
accurate
plant
identification app
ever created, with 585,000 species in searchable
database and the ability to identify 90% of all
known species of plants and trees, it works anywhere on earth and is translated into 30 languages. It would make a great gift idea for the
plant fanatic in your life!

Go Jauntly
Another navigation app with a friendly feel is
‘Go Jauntly’ a walking app where you can discover walks, create your own and share outdoor adventures with friends. It works by finding new walks based on your location. Simple
photo guides help you navigate while nifty tips
point out things of interest.

Find at: www.plantsnap.com

The app allows you to share a walk of your own
that you particularly love to the Go Jauntly community. Track your walk using the app then add
your photos plus any other details others may
find useful such as the location of a coffee
shop! Interestingly, some of the bespoke walks
have special features such as enhanced audio.

Find in the Apple store

Find at: www.gojauntly.com
Plant Snap
If it’s flora you’re interested in, then you may
want to try ‘Plant Snap’ – a plant expert at your
fingertips. This app claims to help you to identify plants, flowers, cacti, succulents and mushrooms in seconds with a click of a button on
your mobile device. Users can opt to test drive

iKnow Birds
Field guide to the birds of Europe with a comprehensive library of facts, figures and images. There
is a ‘lite’ version for users to try out before committing to the paid for version. No sightings visible as
yet on the Bookham Commons satellite map.

iBird
The lite version for UK and Ireland has 40 species
listed.
This app has some impressive features such as a
search for ‘birds around me’, ‘time of day’ and allows you to search through attributes such as tail
shape. I particularly liked the slide show feature
with detailed pictures and loud, clear calls. There
is a lot of information on offer and for avid bird
watchers it could be well worth paying the £14.99
special offer.
Find at: www.ibird.com
Maria Bruce
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Ranger’s report —
Seasonal changes and challenges
The clearing of scrub and young trees on the
grassland plains continued until March this
year, the time when we have to call a halt for
the bird nesting season. This work looks very
destructive, but is undertaken very carefully –
retaining areas where whitethroats and warblers thrive, whilst encouraging the growth of
new thorn scrub to lure the nightingales back.
Apologies to whoever put the bird feeder at the
hide – it has been necessary to remove it due
to the possible influence on bird numbers,
which will distort the data for the London Natural History Society’s ongoing Bookham Commons Bird Survey. Our aim is to study natural
populations on this Site of Special Scientific
Interest, to monitor the increase or decline in
bird species.
The flower-rich grassland of the plains is a rare
habitat these days and our efforts (along with
our helpful grazing cattle) are yielding noticeably more orchids and scabious this year.
Our work on the very open farmland habitat of
Banks Common has already led to sightings of
barn owls, along with yellowhammers and skylarks.

There’s no let-up of work in the spring, as we’ve
had new notice boards to put in place, invasive
alien plants to control and grass that hasn’t
stopped growing, though even the mowing is carried-out in careful rotation as it’s important to
leave some long grass for insects, mice and voles.
An invasive alien insect, the oak processionary
moth (OPM) has caused much distraction and
we’ve been working with the Forestry Commission
and specialist contractors to identify infested trees
and have the silken nests removed from trees in
areas with high numbers of visitors. The car parks,
natural play area and the bird hide have been a
top priority. Given the continued spread of this
rather
nasty Mediterranean
species, it
looks
as
t h o u g h
we’re going
to have to
learn to live
with it – so
p l e a s e
keep
an
OPM caterpillar cluster
eye out for
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magnificently through recent years and hope to
hang-on to him a little longer as Vice-Chairman.

Mature OPM nest

it and make sure you give it a wide berth.
Another invasive alien is the Turkey Oak, which
grows at a prodigious rate and spoils the native
English
oaks, which
have
to
grow away
from it to
get to the
light.
The
Turkey Oak
only
supports about
four species
of wildlife,
compared
to the hund r e d s
hosted by
our native
ones.
So,
whilst they
look very tall
and majestic (and one
or two can
Turkey Oak
be kept as
“ornamentals”), they really have to go, I’m
afraid… apologies in advance for path closures
and temporary disruption, but the long-term
health of our woodland is a priority.
Another important priority is people… and I’m
indeed fortunate to have the support of some
very dedicated and caring ones. Our conservation volunteers have continued their amazing
efforts throughout the year, in all weathers, and
we just couldn’t manage without them. I’d like
to welcome Iain White as our new Chairman
and thank Robert Hall for “steering the ship” so

Banks’ Common East from public footpath

Special thanks are due to Paul Gallard, our illustrious Treasurer, who has managed our finances so
well and put so much energy into generating interest in the commons, boosting membership and
organising events. The commons, with their beautiful scenery and amazing wildlife, would not be
there at all without the fantastic support of the
people of the Bookhams (Great and Little) and
from further afield… thank you all.
Ian Swinney

The Final Word
As I am stepping down from the Friends of Bookham Commons Committee I thought I would express a few final words.
I have enjoyed tremendously the last six years as
Treasurer and Memberships Secretary (and some
other roles) and would thank all members for their
support during this time. It is particularly satisfying
seeing the organisation grow, increase income and
finance all the projects on Bookham Commons,
surely the jewel in the crown that is Bookham. I
obviously will continue as a member so will keep
well up-to-date with everything that happens.
My successor is Hilary Nicholls, who qualified as a
Chartered Accountant, so the finances will be in
perfect hands. You will still be able to contact her
by email on info@bookhamcommons.org.uk
Farewell from Paul Gallard

